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THE Author of the following Diſ- 
1 courſe is ſenſible, that he owes an, 
apology to the Public, for preſenting 
them with ſo, haſty and imperfecta, per- 
formance. The truth is, it was not ori- 
ginally intended for them, being nothing 
more than the notes which he threw to- 
gether, over night, to. aſſiſt him in an- 
nouncing, on the Sunday immediately 
following the death of our Venerable 
Prelate, that melancholy event to a Con- 
gregation he ſerved in the country, and 
in furniching them with ſuch reflections 
as. he judged ſuitable to the occaſion. 
Theſe however happening to get abroad, 
and deriving a value from their ſybject, 
which they had not from their own me- 
rits, the Author was very early deſired 
to publiſh, them. This however he long 
refuſed, hoping that the ſubject - cal 
have been treated more amply and more 
ably by ſome of thoſe who had the hap- 
os pineſs 


(WF. 
pineſs of living a lang time in a clofer 
ſociety with our deceaſed Pre late, and 
that, by this means; Juſtice might have 
been done in a more extenſive manner 
to ſuch exalted-virtues, than it was in 
his power to do, Perceiving however 
with regret, that nothing of this ſort was 
likely'to take place, and thinking ir $n 
injuſtice to the Public, entitely ro with; 
hold from their notice a charatter fo cal- 
culated for their edification; he at laſt 
conſented that his own feeble Eſſay 
ſhould, with the concurrence of due au- 
thority, ſee the light. Perſuaded how- 
ever that in this he has ſhewit' a much 
gteater regard to the reputation pf the 


good Biſhop than to his own. 


"uo Being willing ta make a few addi: 
tions (which will probably not he ditplea- 
ſing to the Public) the Author was ſome 


"tlie delwerating, whether to throw them 


into the body of the diſcourlt, ot to ſub- 


join them by way of notes; but perceiv- 


ing that the former method would occa- 
ſion too great a change in 1 
performance, and would ſonietimes lea 

him, into matter foreign to its ſubject, he 
has adopted the lattert 
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Lr uv Sour bis THE DEATH of THE J usr. 
AND LET MY LATTER END BE LIKE UNTO 
" THE&1R8 NUMB. xxiii. 10. r E 3 


UCH-' are the ſentiments that poſſeſs my 
LJ mind, and muſt naturally ariſe in yours, 
whilſt 1 announce to you the death of our late 
much beloved, and much reſpeRed Father ig 
rg Chriſt, the moſt Reverend and traly pious 
Richard Challoner Biſhop of Debra, and Apoſto- 
lical Vicar of this Diſtrict, who after a ſhort ill- 
nels, (a) two days ago went to receive the reward 
of his long and faithful ſervices in the Lord's vines 


yago . . ' ; 
Ves, my Brethren, he is gone! and in him you 
have loſt a moſt zealous and fatherly ſuperior, 


(a) The good Biſhop was taken ill on Wedneſthy the 
tenth day of January, and died on Friday the twelfth ; the 
firſt news of both which events were hruughi from Loudon by 
the Author, aud communicated iu the maaucr that has been 


ſecn. f 
the 


i 
1 
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the cauſe of religion in this kingdom has loſt its 
brighteſt ornament, and firmeſt ſupport, the Church 
of God in general, has loſt one of its moſt exem- 
plary and apoſtolical prelates. 

In addition to thefe 'generat ſubjeAs of grief, 
give me leave to mention, on my own account, 
that I bave loſt the model to which I looked up. 
for my own condutt in the eceleſiaſlical ſtate, the 
counſellor, on whoſe lights I depended for guid- 
ance amidſt the doubts and difficulties incident 
to it, the friend and beneſaQor from whom Lex; 
pefted that protection and aſſiſtance in future oc- 
eurrences which I had experienced in paſt. For 
if I have had the advantage of receiving early 
impreſſions of piety, of ſuch importance to my 

awn ſalvatiou, or if in my ſacred charatter, I can 
have the happineſs of contributing, i in any degree, 
to that of others, it is to the ever- reſpedted de- 

eaſed I am indebted for theſe invaluable benefits, 
Fhis alone might account for the tribute of grati- 
tude I mean to pay- to his precious memory in. 
the following diſcourſe. But, my Friends, I have 
a much more urgent reaſon, for giving this ſub- 


je the preference to every other for your pious 


conſideration on this day—a reaſon that comes 
home to you all. "71 
It · is agreed, that examples of virtue have at all 
times a much greater influence on our prattice 
than the ſtrongeſt reaſoning, though NI 

they are ſo much harder to be met with in the 
depraved days. But when ſome bright pattern 
of virtue actually fa!ls within the knowledge of 
thoſe to whom it is propoſed, fo that every one is 
convinced 


447 . 


4 fate of familiarity with him, of obſerving bis 


1 


convinced hat the: charaQter is real, and that they 
are not amuſed with a fiction, we: may with truth 
aſſert that there is not, and cannot be a more 
Poewerſut ſpur to vintuous- ations. Nom fuch, 
my Friends, is the example, which I have to pro- 
poſe to you at pieſent. I k nd indeed that it ĩs 
very uſual to magnify che merits of ihe deceaſed, 
as uſual as it is to detratt from them when living; 
and I very much fear that aſter death, we often 
canonize thoſe in our diſcourſe; on whom God 
has decided in a very different manner; but when 
J ſay that Biſhop Challoner was a model of Chril- 
tian virtue, every breaſt glows with a convittion 
of this truth; whatever I can alledge in his com- 
mendation will barely. anſwer the idea you have 
already formed of him; and when on every oc- 
caſion I repreſent Biſhop Challoner as a ſaint, I 
ſay no more of him now after his death, than all 
who knew him have ſaid of him during his life, 
But how ſhall I do juſtice to ſuch a character 
within the ſhort limits of the remaining diſcourſe? 
How, it may be aſked, am I qualified to attempt 
the lubjett at all, who have had fo few oppor- 
tunities, in compariſon with others, of becoming 
properly acquainted with it? I own it is for thega 
who have had the happineſs of long living. in a 


conduct in à greater variety of circumſtances, 
nd of recording his ſemiments as they ſell from 
him, to do {trift jultice to his memory: but then 
for this purpole a large volume would be neceſ- 
lary. Hotever with reſped to the preſent dif. 
2 courle 


(8 ) 


courſe, I muſt fay in general, that it contains ho- 
thing which: cannot be well ſupported that I my- 
Jeifrhave very frequently: ſeen and converſed 
with this great and gobd man, eſpecially during 
the four laſt years, (and I ſhalt ever eſteem it as 
a favour done me by the Almighty that I have had 
ibat advantage :) I muſt farther add, that the re- 
ſpect. and admiration which - from my earlieſt 
years I entertained. with regard to his fandlity, 
was always on the encreaſe; that the more nat- 
rowly I ſearched into his conduct and his views, 
the leſs human, and the more divine they ever 
appeared to me, and that in a variety of buſineſs 
in which I have know! him concerned, I never 


ſaw him att in any other manner, than I ſhould }! 
expeR to have ſeen a Francis of Sales act, or his 


patron a Vincent of Paul. (6) 
an: b 10 


% This zealous Prelato had a particular veueration for St. 
Vincent of Paul, and always celebrated his feſtival, * 
occurs the 19th of July, with Gngular devotion. He rea 
his life regularly every year, and flifl found freſh matter for 
his admiration and devotion in each peruſal. - He would ſome- 
times attempt to read paſſages in the life of this great ſervant 
ot God to thoſe about him. but his feelings were ſure to overs 

ower him on thoſe occaſions, and his voice was ſoon ſup- 
Srefſed in a flood of tears. This wonderful faint bad been 
or ſome time a captive in Africa, where by the foree of his 


| pions and edifying behaviour be reclaimed bis maſter from 


Mahgmepuiſin, aud returned with him io Europe. Hy ſpent 


the latter part of his life chiefly at Paris, where tap, odour of 
bis piety is ſlill freſh, and where an ivcredible num 


er of reli- 
gious and humane inſlitutions are laſting monuments. of the 
extent of his piety and charity, He died amongſt the Fathers 
of the Miſlion, the true inheritors of their Founder's ſpilit, 4 


9 38 . . 8 


Arran 
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Io begin with that virtue v hiclr is the Queen 
blk ell others and which qught ever to be th eha- 


ng the heart of our holy Prelate .glow-? ; We AY 
a8 Judge of this þy his unbquoded zeal ſor he ho- 
al . nour of God and the gterval- happineſs} of bis 
re- neighbour. To ſpeak the, jruth, he had no other 
eſt object than theſe in view. in whatever he did; 
ty, -and:indeed theſe were never out of his fight ;1 TO 
r- BY the: advancement of this ſacred cauſe he gave 
vs, himſelf up without reſerve, to this. his faculties 
er both of body and mind, his ſtrength, his: under- 
els ſtanding, bis tongus, his pen, his prayers aud bis 
er tears, were conſtantly : and entirely devoted. 
id :That indifference io tbe objects of ſenſe, and to 
nis every thing that engages the- attentioa of: the 
by world, which ſeemed - to, approach to a degree of 
Lo apathy in this ſaint-like old man, gave place to 
. the quickeſt attention, and to the warmeſt᷑ feelings 
St. f of youth, whenever the intereſts of God. were 
as concerned, or the ſalvation of à foul: was' at 
for ſtake; Dead to every ather impreſſion, thaw 
ne- . ealy. was it, hy touching upon this ſtring, (0 
mi . agitate his ſoul to its very centre, and: to diffolve 
RN all its firmneſz in a flood of tears ? How often 
en in particular has this happened ta bim in the 
his 1 jor} as right 8 9 r at 
* St. Lazare in Paris in the year 1660, —Ste his Life hy Abelli 
"of Author of the Sacerdos Chrillianus Medulla Theologiz,. &e. 
15 Collect. the tamous Moraliſt, who was himſelf one of the 
the Mithon, has likewiſe written his Life, *. 
erg facred 
at 


yr radderiſtic of our ſacred muniſtry2 Wi w het an 


ardent charity, in both its branches did not 
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'facred tribunal of penance, where he has wept 
for thoſe, who had perhaps never wept for them- 
ſelves,” and taught chem, by the greatneſs of his 
own grief, the greatneſs of their ſpiritual miſo- 


ries, and the dreadfal-malice of mortal fin ? 


Adduated by this holy,” but reſtleſs flame, no- 
thing ſeemed too great or arduous: that might 


contribute to the reſcuing of ſouls from the 


tyranny of Satan, and to the advancement of 

virtue and the cauſe of God. Witneſs thoſe 
pious inſtitutions (for the education of youth, of 
which he was the'life and the principal founder, 
but which were undertaken and carried on in 
the worſt of times, in deſiance of the rude op- 
polition of malice, and the too cautious, fore- m. 
ſight of worldly wiſdom. Indeed bis wiſdom m. 
vent upon quite oppoſite principles to that of 0 


the world. He had learned of che Saints to 


confider the violence of oppoſition raiſed againſt 


any undertaking as a proof of 'its intrinſic 


goodneſs, and a fign how deſtruttive it was | 
likely to prove to the uſurped empire of Satan, 
and he has frequently then teſtified the greateſt | 


Hopes of the ſucceſs of his pious deſigns, when 
to all human appearance. they were the moſt 
impratticable. The ſucceſs of the inſtitutions 


]: belore mentioned, in reſcuing thouſands of 
fouls from a deſtruftion which ſeemed inevitable, 
and in graunding them in leſlons of true faith | 
and found morality is the beſt proof of the ju- 
flice of our holy Prelate's reaſoning upon this 


head ; and ſhews that a true zeal, ſuch as aims 


at 


28˙3 


(1, ) 
at God alone, and is adually inſpired: by him, 


; 297 
will not carry us beyond what he himſelf, who 
is the diſpoſer of events, will render pradii- 
cable. 12 70 Ito 1 1 3 19413 J 128 
As no object appeared, too great for his. ze; 
on one band, ſo none appeared too, ſmall, o 
unworthy his attention on the other, which ba 
any relation to the honour of his divine Ma- 
ſter, or to the happineſs of any fellow-crea= 
ture. What has he not frequently done and fufs 
fered in bringing points to bear which might 
ſeem of little conſequence, if any thing at all 
was of -little, conſequence in which God and 
eternity are concerned? It was the ſettled 
maxim of his condutt in the miſſionary life, a 
maxim which be likewiſe recommended to 
others, that no difficulties were to be avvided, 
ho expence ſpared---I do not ſay to ſave one 
foul, but to prevent one mortat ſin: life itſelf 
be would have thought well employed, ot chraply 
diſpoſed. of, in faving the divine . Majeſty but 
from one ſuch- affront. (c) This is a. doQtrine 

eb Int) ai ine 1? be YT 4 the 
f 


(e) The | charaQter and true ſpirit of perſons can be 
no Where better diſcovered than in their familiar letters. 


0 Lam, perſuaded chat the publication of thoſe of our Prelate 
3 would be the beſt monument that could be erecied to his | 
mory. Two of theſe letters, which happened to fall into my 


hands, and which tend to exemplify the, preſent ſubject, are 
here inſerted as ſpecimens of his epiltolary ſtile. They ate 
addreſſed to a Lady who had taken great pains to tnfle and 
form to piety che indigerit part of her ſex, but who, diſcon« 
raged by the miſconduQ of ſome of thoſe on whom ſhe had 
| B 2 beſtowed 


by "» * n — 
_ = 
. * 
— 1 — by 
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che wöfld bash cnc tion of, but it's not on 


that account the leis ſolic of the leſt ſeriecus. 


While Tam ſpeaking of che zeal of this falth- 
| Paſtor, T muſt not omit his aſſiduity i 
aching: the” word of God, à duty be never 
mitte in the worſt 6f times, while an obſcuve 


YE OM Toba 27; 5 013192136 wild vie; W110) 


bowed the ereates Udets and hy ache — he 
othenmſe e with; had deired io a convent abroad, in osdet 


e ee? 10 h gn Eng bcueg. eil S 
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e i: By i 97 7"; ee 4 3 ie T | 5 Art! mos Tt OLE. 


141 9 KI holy will ol. "ou great Maſter! that 
— vithdraw'y burſelf from this geld, Where, with his 
5 you have; abe ſo many pear ncaped notable fu, 


— of ſouls from og jon of Satan; 


tl Be BY bb ted, - and Its Have bien ſowh} 


h eee be et netber dry 1 Wherefore avh | 


of 
eee 
ee nl fo Mano 6 af your own" fl Mae hl 


155 Bis diving & he har has'placed you; beg of v 
fas uit (ale, & return anibngſt us, L remaing, Madam | 2011 


Al 7. 197 5+ Your devoted Servant in Chriſt Jeſus, 


Rica CALLONAR. 
"IM ? = > 9 6 3 Fw) 2 . ** 
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1 ebe gface, thefey ai praee ef Cate 1 withi you 6 


e have told you what bur thonghty are with! retatiors 40 kit 


Gvind will concerning you. We can' hd h teaſon for · altera 
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re may have, afic fallen ; we 1255 
t e om, eh . dy y you =} thu 85 multitude bl ; 


ſing our mind Tolles then the will end call ef God, wahout 4 
aiting for x eSthuubrhment from qt * 97 _ 1 
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retreat was to be found to ſhelter his pbor au- 
dience · and indeed to ſuch obſcure: retreats has 
he, at certain times, been driven, to comply 
with this eſſential obligation, that the Catacombs 
where the ancient Chriſtians held their aſſemblies 
in times of perſecution, were elegant and com- 
modious compared with them. But to conceive 
the force and the undtion with which he announ- 
ced this facred-word, or to form an idea of the 
fire, which, through all the froſt of age, then 
darted from his countenance, and animated his 
weak and emaciated frame, muſt, my Bre- 
thren, have ſeen him and heard him, on thoſe 
occaſions; in ſhort he was a quite different man 
when ſeated in the chair of truth, and gharged 
with the intereſts of his divine Maſter, from 
what he was dt every other time. The circum- 
ſtange, however, which prificipally contributed 
to give that irreſiſtible ſorce 10 whatever leſſon 
fell from his lips, was the. canviction which each 
of his auditors entertained that they were but the 
counter- part to his own life and conduA, and that 
he recommended nothing which he did not feel 
as well-&: know; and had not attually put in 
practice. n - i 02 71448 3 77 ws 

- The, numerous volumes he has left behind 
bim (d) are of the ſame ſtile with his diſcourſes, 

vic eee tian? rd . -« +» ſolid; 

in la0if s fre ed ' 


(A4) HF were not known tow aſfiduous he ever was in the 
diſcharge,of his ſacted. funftians, aud how much of his time 
was conſtiuuly taken up with preaching, inftruting; adminiſter» 
ing the facraments, atieuding to the various aud intricate con- 

R Fg cerus 


(1) 
folid, ſimple, and perſuafive, replete with: the 
foundeft Wann in ——— part, and 
4 } 27220 wich 


; 


cerns „of kis diſtri, ahd WE bie praren pr 3 Fu 
might be led to imagine, that he had done my elſe buy 
write, and that his whole life had been devoted to the com 
tion of the numerous works he has left os. in deſence the 
true faith and of found morality, 

Hee follows a lift of his writings ede their Foal 
ral heads ʒ the firſt named of which is one of the moſt complete 
and fatiotiRtory | trcatiſes of contioverſy in our Language: 


"CONTROVERSY. 
navel. | 

Groz P's the Old Religion, 1 a Convert. 

Pes Chriſſian inſſructed in che Sacraments, Kc. of the 
Church, with a Preface in Anſwer t to Conyers Midtlcton. \ 

Letter ou Infallibilicy. * 27 | 2 7 

A Specimen of the Spirit of, Dijfſenting Teber, e an „Arden 
to Sermons preached at Salter al. . 

Pope Pius“ Creed, with the Grd nds of the” Catioli Faith, 

The —— of the NewRelts oo. 500 260008 IV ON 

Papiſt Repreſental and ikaepclened, _ * Mr. 
Gother. + WAI 7 | EB? z 

Unerrivg Aube of the Gabel Church. 

A Roman Enlolies Reaſons hy he anne become a Vi 
teſtant. f 

A Caveat againſt the Methodiſts ſhewing tend unſafeiſe i for 
any Chriſlian to join himſelf to their Society, oz 10 adhere 
to their Teachers: - 

The City of God of the New Teſtament, or ſhort Abſtrad of 
the Hiſtory of the Church of Chtiſt, containing a Sucteſ- 
ſion of its chief Paſlors, Councils, Converſion of Nations, 
Rile and Condemnation of Hereſics. with a Liſt of the Holy 
Fathers, Doclors, and other. Saints that have flouriſhed in 

every Century. 

The Devotion of Catholicks ro the B. V. Mary, truly repre · 


lente 


MORA 


( its ) 


with the pureſt maxims and doArine in the mo- 


ral, In ſhort 5 St. Faul gives of 
1 + ban 


PRACTICAL DTVINITY. 


An Abriegment of the Chriſtian Doctrine; or the firſt cue 
elijſm uſually given to Children. 


 Doway' Bible and Rhemes Teſtament reviſed. | 4 
Conſiderations upon Chriſtian Truths and Chriſtian Dotines, 


_ digeſted into Meditations for every Day in the Year. 2 vols, 
Think Well On't; or Reflections on the Great Truths of the 
Chriſtian Religion, for every Day in the Month. 

St. Avguſtin's Confeſſious tranſlaied, 

God every where preſent tranſlated from Boudon. 

A ſhort Treatiſe on the Method and Advantage of Aue 
— Soul from being employed on Creatures; in order to oc- 

cupy it on God alone, by F. Chryloltome, traallateds 

Rules of Life for a Chriſtian who defires to live Holily and die 
Happily. 

A ang the Order of adminiſtering -the Sacraments f in 
Engla A | 

Followiag of Chriſt, a new Tranſlation. 

Iutroduction to a Nevout Life, by 1 Francis of Sales, a new 
Tranſlation. 

Morality of the Bible, 

Garden of the Saul in various Forms and Editions. 

A Short Daily Exerciſe, or an Abridgment of the Garden of 
the Soul, with the Meditations uſed in Time of Jubilee or 
Indulgence. 

A Mannal of Prayers and other Chriſtian Devotions reviſed = 

The Moveable Fealls of the late Alban Butler, reviſed aud 
publiſhed. 

The Young Gentleman inſttucted. 

The Directory of the Laity, with a New Year*s Gift annually, 

A great Number of Paſtoral Iaſtruttions, Ex hoxtations, c. 


2 


S383 3-0 5 


Memoirs of the Miſſionary Pricfts, 2 vols. 
Life of St. Tereſa. 


Abſliact 


—p—»— — — 


. 
i 


| ( 26 ) 

his own inſpired Language, is perſeMy-applicable ' 
to whatever fell from either the lips or the pen of 
this venerable Prelate, His words are not the 
loſtineſs of ſpeech. ... . . or the perſuaſive words of | 
human wiſdom, but the ſpirit and the power.? His 
-wfiings have this advantage over bis -preaching, | 


that, together. with his memory, they r 6-2 
of God 


tuate his zealous endeavours in the cauſe 


to diſtant times, and acquire him accidental | 
crowns of glory for ages after he has attained the 


eſſential happineſs of the blefſed. , _ 
But what has not this adive and zealous · Paſtor 


undergone, in the courſe of his long and ſteady 
endeavours to advance the cauſe of God, and io 


reſcue poor bewildered ſouls from vice and he- 


pion of the catholic cauſe, was the objet of them. ? 


What again bas he not endured from the inlo- | 


| AbliraRt of the Hiftory of the Bible, for the Uſe of , Children. | 
hon Hilory of the Þ:orcitant Religion, taken from the belt | 


Proicftam Hiſtorians, &c. 


"Aritannia Sanda, o. the Lives of the Britiſh Saints, 2 vols. 


Laves vt the Fathers of che Defarts. . 


A Memorial of Ancient Briniſh Phery ;; on 3 Britzfh Martyro- | 
Iogy. giving an Account of fach Britons as have been ho- 
none of Old amougit the Saints, ani fore Account of 


their Buryiog- 


V. B. Thelc are all the Picces the Author can xccollet at | 


prefenn, _ 
1 Cor. ii. v. 1, and 4. 


lence 


rely? What has he not ſuffered from the ſeverity WF ; 
of the laws, which, in the former paxt of his car- 
Tier, were not confined to threats, but frequently 
executed with abundance of rigor, particularly : 
when he, who was ever conſidered as the. cham- | 


( 28: ) 


enet and ſary of an enraged populace, who; to 
peak only of what bas happened within a few 


months, had taken meaſures, which, if ſucceſsful, 


would probably have ended not only in the loſs 
of his poor. property, but that of his life alſo ? (e) 
Finally, what perſecutions has he not gone 
through from the. open malice of the baffled ene- 
mies of the faith; f) and from the ſecret rancour 
(e) Our Prelate was one of the principal objects at which the 
frenzy of the populace was levelled during the late riots. The. 
poor habitation, in which he was accuſtomed latterly to preach, 
was laid ici rnins by their fury; and the houſe in which he 
had lived for ſome years was one of the: very firſt! that was 
marked out for deſtruction, and was twice or three times ſaved 
by mere accident. As to his perſon, it is known to have been 
their intention to chair him in derifion, and thus to carry about. 
in a kind of mock: triumph, this peaceful and venerable old 
men upon their. frantic expeditions: how dis barbarous cere - 
mony was to have eaded God only kapws, * : 
00 During his cbntroverſy with the celebrated Conyers 
Middleton, the Peril Laws wete let looſe upon him with fuch 
ditional ſeverity, that he was under à mn cefſi:y of flying the 
kingdam : ſo heinous was the crime of vinditating ah injured: 
cople from the vileſt mifreprefeutations and ralumnies. ——: 
his elegant but paradoxical writer, who was much better, ac-, 
3 with Pagan than Chnſlian Atitiquities, and read the 
allics with much” greater attention than the Scriptures, ats 
tempted to prove, in his Leiter from Rome, that the religion of 
this Church, from which almolt every Church in Europe has 
received i:s faith in Chriſt, was the lame with that of their Pa- 
gan Anceſtors who paid their adorations to Jupiter and Quiri- 
us.“ But had the Doctor's atguments been equal in force to 


F che magit ſweetneſs of his ſtile, he would not have been res 


duced to call in the Brachium Seculare, or Penal Laws, io his 
alſiſtance, as the Biſhop hints in his Preface to the Grounds of 
the Old Religion. | . 
* See Preface to Catholic Chriſtian, e 
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of thoſe, who, offended with the apoſtolical ſeve- 


rity with which he ever maintained the purity both 


of faith and morals; have left RA — 1 
i | 


to diſturb his peace of mind, tarniſh his reputa- 
tion, and defeat his zealous endeavours, 1 


But theſe I paſs over: Would we howevet | 


learn where it was that he acquired this Readineſs 


in ſuffering for God, this heavenly union of difs | 
courſe, this horror of fin, this unremitting ardor | 
for doing good, finally this burning flame of di- 
vine love ?---It was in the exerciſe of holy prayer, 


eſpecially of mental prayer, in which he placed 


his chief delight. This he regularly prattiſed | 
himſelf for a conſiderable ſpace every morning, 


and this he conſtantly recommended to others, 


not only to his Eceleſiaſtics, but to all Chriſtians | 
in general, as the main channel of divine grace, 
and the only light by which they are enabled to 
diſcover the real value of things, temporal and 


eternal, God alone was witneſs to the favours he 
received in this heavenly exerciſe; but to fee 
him only at his ordinary vocal prayers, (g) and 


to obſerve the reſpeR, the recollection, and. the 


fervour with which he performed them, was 


enough to inſpire the moſt tepid with devotion, | 
To ſpeak the truth, this ſpirit of recollettion was , 


8 (g) The delight he felt in ſaying the Rated Office of the 4 
Church, which to many appears ſo great a burden, and in re- 


emphaſis that marked his lincerity, I kave that Heaſure to — 


peating the inflamed expreſſions of the inſpired, Pfſalmiſt, in. 1 
which it chiefly conſiſts, may be gathered from. an expreſſion 
that eſcaped him, when upon a perſon's intimating a ſatisfac- 
tion at having diſcharged that obligation, he anſwered, with an 


) 
ſo familiar to him, that he ſeemed never to loſe 
fight of God amidſt the moſt intricate bufineſs, 
and thus ſtrictly fulfilled the precept of the Apo- 
ftle, and of Chriſt himſelf, of praying always and 
without ceaſing.“ „ 1 1452 

It was in the ſame holy ſchool of mental 
prayer, that this Man of God learned that con- 
tempt of worldly grandeur, and that affection - for 
holy poverty, which were diſtinguiſhing features 
in his character. Seldom was he to be found in 
the company of the rich and the great, whereas 
with the poor and the lowly he choſe to. live and 
to converſe ; to theſe he chiefly devoted his miſ- 


ſionary labours, never better pleaſed than when 


he had aſſembled together a knot of poor artizans 
and illiterate labourers to hear the truths of ſal- 
vation; to theſe likewiſe he direded the labours 
of his inferior eccleſiaſtics, in a particular man- 
ner, telling them in the words of the Evangeliſt, 
to go and preach the goſpel to the poor. T 

Not that he was deſtitute of qualities ſufficient 
to recommend him to the notice and admiration 
of the world; onthe contrary, no man could be 
in higher conſideration with people of all denq- 
minations than himſelf; the very adverſaries of 
religion eſteemed him, and the haughneſt gran- 
dees reſpetted him, and approached his perſon 
with a degree of awe; but, beſides a predilec- 
tion for the poor, which is founded in the doctrine 
and example of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, he knew very 
well, that the great are in no danger of wanting 


* 1 Theſf. r. 17. Luke xvili. v. 1. + Luke iv. v. 18, 
C 2 ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual aſſiſtance, when they are difpoſed to pra. 
fit by it, but that for the moſt part the truths of 
ſalvation are with regard to them a ſeed own among 
thorns, whereas the poor are generally moſt ne- 
gletted, at the lame time that, by the humility of 
their ſtate, and their exemption from the ſnares 
of riches, they are the fittelt ſoil to _ this pre: 
cious grain to a plentiful harveſt. | 

But the touchſtone, my Brethren, of all theſe 
virtues and ſhining qualities, and that which gave 
them their luſtre and perfettion, was that unfeigned 
humility, and that. fincere contempt of bimſelf, 
and of all he had ever done, which this Man of 
God entertained. With all the great things he 
had atchieved, and all the ſufferings he had gone 
through in the courſe of fuch long and ſignal ſer- 
vices under the banners of Jeſus Chriſt, in ſhort 
with all that rendered him ſo reſpedable in the 
eyes of others, no conceit, no oſtentation, no pa- 
rade, even with reſpect to his learning, or other 
qualities of an inſerior merit, was ever to be dil. 
covered in his language or behaviour; not a word 
even eſcaped him which might look like a bait 
for applaule, or favoured, in any degree, the pur- 
poles of vanity. On the contrary, . when he did 
at any time mention himſelf or his performances, 
it was always with a view to his own debalement, 
and, in particular, he was accultomed, in bis moſt 
private converſations, to beg the prayers of tholg 
whole faults were notorious, with that air of lince» 
11ty, and that earneſt importunity, that it was plain 
he thought himſelf a much greater ſinner than 
ney, and his prayers much lets worthy the diving 


lavour, 
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— 
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favour. Finally, this humility was fo viſible and 
ſtriking in his whole life and behaviour, that it 
was almoſt impoſſible to approach him without 
feeling its influence; and the haughtieſt ſpirits have 
been forced to own, that they could not remain in 
his company, and fee a living faint as it were 
humbled at their feet, without bluſhing at the 
extravagance of their own pretenſions. | 

Humility and meeknels are two ſiſter virtues 
Joined together by our bleſſed Lord himſelf, nor 
were they ſeparated in this pattern of the goſpel 
leſſons. His meekneſs was ſuch, that it was im. 

offible by any injuries or inſults offered to hims 
ſelf to rouſe his paſſions, or to diſcover that he had 
the common feelings of human nature, but 
at the ſame time when the cauſe of God and the 
ſalvation of fouls were concerned——Then my 
brethren you would have ſeen him become, for zeal 
and firmnels, a ſecond Jerom or an Athanaſius. On 
other occaſions, when nothing but his own dignit 
was at ſtake, he has been known to beg pardonoſ his 
inferiors, and even to kneel to the perſon imme— 
diately dependant on him, in order to appeaſe his 
ruffled temper, and to teach him by his own ex- 
ample the favourite virtues of Jeſus Chrilt. 

I ſay nothipg of our Prelate's genius and learn- 
ing, of bis admirable wiſdom and diſcretion in 
2X deciding on doubtful and difficult caſes, of his 
prudence and judgment in the management of 
aflairs in general, and of many other excellent 
qualities for which he was remarkable; ſince, 
however admirable theſe were, and however their 
loſs will long be leverely ſelt by many, yet hey do 
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dot enter into my plan, which was not ſo much 
for furniſhing you with matter for admiration, as 
for imitation ; and I have already exceeded the 
bounds I had preſcribed to myfelf. This likewiſe 
obliges me to paſs over many ſhining virtues in 
the charatter of our holy Paſtor, which would 
furniſh abundant matter for the imitation of moſt 
Chriſtians, if they were held out in their proper 
light, ſuch as his candor and moderation, (k) his 
averſeneſs to party zeal and every kind of clamour; | 
the ſweetneſs and affability of his diſcourſe, bis | 
unbounded charity to the poor, and the parſi- 
mony he obſerved in his furniture, apparel, and 

every other particular, in order to raiſe a fund * 
for their aſſiſtance; the mortification and auſte- 
rity of bis life ; and finally, the {triat watch be kept 
over his ſenſes, curioſity, and particularly over 
his tongue, that he mig not offend in words, 
which St. James gives us to underſtand is the 


(This was an unqueſtionable ſlroke io the Biſhop's cha- 


racter; he could diſcern aud value merit where ever ut was to be 


found, Were il. eie no other proof of his being a great as | 
weil as good man, this alone would be ſufficient. Happy had 
i; hren tor religion, if this leſſon had always been attended to, 
zug if chole enlilled in her cauſe could always have laid with 
Hiſhop Challorer, after_the Apoſtle, So that Chrift by every way | 
Le preached, in l T7 rej"ice, yes and will regoice.® If no exter- 
nal advauteges can avail to p:elerve the beli ſounded lates from 
zuin, where a principle of union is wanting within, how 
seh lets can that canie pro{per, which has every external ad- 
vaunge againſt it, undes its friends, laying afide every private 
and party view. direct their endtavours to the fame point, the 
gehe good of the whole, and act n concert with each other 
jos di purpolt 7 0 
Fw Philip. i. v. 18. 
1 St. Juncs iii. v. 2. 


finiſhing | 
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finiſhing ſtroke of a perfe& Chriſtian : alt this 1 
ſay I paſs over, and a great deul more, which I 
could ſpeak to from my on knowledge, though 
that which has come to my knowledge is, I am 
perſuaded, the leaſt part of the merits ofthis truly 
evangelic mant For that humility we have be- 
fore been ſpeaking of, was in him as careful te 
conceal his vittues and accompliſhments, as the 
vanity of others is active in diſplaying whatever 
may tend to their praiſe. O, my Friends, what 
à fund of merit with which we are now unac- 
quainted ! What a perfection in every vittue of 
which we ſorm no idea, will that great day of uni- 
verſal rettibation diſcover in this holy ſoul! 
Then, and not till then, ſhall we know what a 
treaſure we poffeſſed in poſſeſſing him. 

What think you now, my Brethren, of the elo- 
fing ſcene of ſuch a life as this? a life, extended to 
near a century, (i) and almoſt uniformly employed 


i) He lived to che age of nibety, being boru in 1691, and 
dying in the preſent, year 1781. His parents were of the 
refoi med perſuaſiqu, but chancing early in lite ts fall into the 
hands of the pious and learned Mr. Gother, lie was, by this 
ſage director, happily brought back to the one fold of the owe 
Shepherd,* the pale af the ancient and worverſal church. Soon 
alter chat, he way ſent to the Engliſh College of Douay, where 
making an. extraordinary. progreſs in his (tndies, and beiug no 
leſs remarkable for the piety and reyul#rity of his bebaViout, 
he roſe to the rank of Vice-Preſident and Profeſſor of Divinity, 
in which ſcience he likewife received" the degree of Doctor. 
la 1750 he came on the Miffion, where itt 1740 he'was cho- 
ther fen by Bithbop Benjamin Peters his Coddharon in the London 

St. John x. v. 46. 
| | . ['Y Diſtrict. 
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in accumulating treaſures of merit.jn the ſight of 


God, in advancing his holy cauſe, and contri- | 
buting to the eternal happineſs. of innumerable 
fouls? Is it to be ealled a death ? or-hot rather 4 
triumph? At all events we may joyfully cry out, 


in ſuch circumſtances as theſe, nor fear that our 
joy is miſplaced! Oh, Death, where is thy vitory ? 


On, Death, where is thy ſting 2% Away then with 
lamentations and tears: away with both, the 
pomp. and reality of woe, ſince however theſe 
may have place at the death of ordinary Chriſ- 
tians, the departure of the Saints is to be celebrated 


with joy and thankſgiving; and every private 


ſentiment of grief muſt be ſtiffled in the general 
exultation at an event which is precious in ine fight 4 
of God, triumphant! to the happy. ſouls tbem- 


ſelves, and animating to us. No doubt, my 


Friends, but to render this event, in the preſent | 
caſe, ſo inconteſtibly certain, as io juſtify any | 
degree of public reſpect, no leſs than the voice 


of the ſupreme Paſtor, of Peter's ſucceſſor in the 


chair of unity, is indiſpenſibly neceſſary; but 


ſince, in the mean time, my ptivate thoughts and 


devotions are not confined, and ſinte cannot 


entertain a doubt but that our dear departed Father 


is gone to take poſſeſſion If the reward of bis 
many and well-fought battles in the cauſe of God, 


and is actually ſinging the hymn of victory amidſt 


Disti. This laſt mentioned Prelate fucteeded to Biſhop | 


Bonaventure Giflard. who died in 1733, and had been con- 
ſecraiedl in 1687 4 when the Miſſion was firlt divided into its 
preſent form. TORY. 

$119: © y Cor. a v. 55. 7 PI. cv. v. 13. 
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the choirs of other ſucceſsful combatants, . I own 
the twelfth day of the New Year will ever be a 
ſort of feſtival to me, nor can I pals it over with- 
out a ſecret prayer addreſſed to him, as in 


ht of 
ntris 
rable * 
1er 4 


— beaven, whom I knew here on earth, to the 
ory? end he wquld obtain, that my foul may die his 
with death, and that my latter end may like to his. 

the Y What 1 0 his ſummons was ſhort, he was 
heſe dot taken by ſurprize, as thoſe can never be ſur. 


priſed who are always prepared; and this fort of 
call, which in ſinners is the effeR of Gad's juſtice, 
in the ſaints is frequently the effeQ of his cle- 
mency, as divines teach, and many examples 


rife | 
-ated 
vate 
neral 


ee ow. (4) In effect, my Brethren, What pur- 
'em. poſe could a longer notice have anſwered to ſa 
my pure a ſoul? Was it that he might build up that 
enn feeble edifice of a death-hed repentance, and 


in his laſt moments turn from ſin to God? He 
who, during his whole life, had but ane wiſh, that 
fin might be aboliſhed, and the love of God uni- 


any. } 
Oice 


*. yerlally reign ? Was it, that he might diſengage 
and f his affetlions from the world? He who had never 
nnot loved tbe world, nor the mop of the world ? Was 
uber it chat be might expiate his ins? He, whoſe life, 
bis at the ſame time that Nas a model of innocence, 


was a pattern of penance? Again, What end 


— 3 could a more diſlintt call have ſerved? ſince i: 


could not have put him more upon his guard 


op 28gainſt this thief, that comes upon us ſuddenly in 
con- ba 
to its 2) The deaths of St. Andrew Avellini, of St. Homobo- 
uns, St. Francis of Sales, and of many others in the ſacred 
Calendar, though atteuded with great circumftancys of picty, 


the were very ludden. 
D the 


| 
| 
| 
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h the night, than he was from habit, and fince it is 
known, that he neyer promiſed himſelf life from 


non'h to month, no not even from day to day. 


Finally, what could ap earlier ſummons have 


vailed one fo ſaint. like and perfect, fince had he 
novn ß beſore- band, by revelation, the pre- 
iſe hour of his departure, it is hard to conceive 
chat higher adds of virtue he could have prac- 
iſed, what other arrangement of his affairs he 
could have made, or bow he could have diſpoſed 
of an hour of his time in any other way than he 
adually did. ee e 

What then is the conclufion, my Brethren, we 
are to draw from theſe ſeveral reflections upon 


the life and death of our late holy Paſtor? No | 
doubt, but the firſt ſentiment that will preſent it- 


ſelf to your minds, is that which my text ſuggeſts, 
to deſire like Balaam, That we may die the death 


of thas juſt man, and that our latter end may be like 
70 His. This indeed is very natural;---but Oh! 


my Friends. it is not ſufficient : Princes and Em- 


perors night rationally wiſh to exchange their | 


diadems to enſure this happineſs, and to be what 
this holy {oul is now before God: but he himſelf 
will tell us in his writings, (ft) “That however we 


* may wiſh and pray for this bleſſed event, to 
* which a happy eternity is annexed, there is no 
+ ſecurity, nor even hopes of it, but ſram a good 


* life.” It was chiefly with a view of ſhewing 


you what is neceſſary for this purpoſe, and of | 


(1 Ece in Meditations for the whole year, that for the gth | 


of } Ay. 6 
| engaging 


(27) 
engaging you to put it in praftice, that T-havs 
pointed out to you the ſteps in which this bleſſed 
man walked. Let-not then the ſentiments; I be- 
ſeech you, with which you are animated, on occa- 
fon of this ſtriking event, die away without fur- 
niſhing you with ſome falutary and effeQtual reſo, 
lutions for the amendment of your lives. Endea- 
vour to imitate his love of God, his contempt- of 
the world, his humility and other virtues; particu- 
Jarly that which you ſtand moſt in need of. Study 
thoſe excellent leſſons in his writitigs,! and make 
uſe of the ſame means ſor putting them in prac» 
tice, which he bas marked out, and employed 
with ſo much ſucceſs-- prayer, eſpecially mental 
prayer. Pray likewiſe that the cauſe of God in 


this nation may ſuffer no eſſential detriment by 
the loſs it has ſuſtained: A proof indeed that God 


does not mean to abandon it, and that in with- 
drawing from amongſt us this accompliſhed Pa- 
flor, whom he has lent us ſo long, he has rather 
ated with views of mercy to him than of juſtice 
to us, is, that he has leſt us in his place a trul 

zealous and exemplary Prelate, one who, dough 
poſſefled of great worldly advantages, looks upon 
them all as dung, that he may win Chriſt, x and gain 
others to him- alſo; one, in ſhort, to whom his 
ſaint- like predeceſſor choſe to commit thoſe ſa- 


-cred intereſts which alone he had at heart. 


But however, leaſt perhaps the all- ſearching 


eye of God, that eye which ſees imperſection in 


* Philip. ii. v. 8. 
the 
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the angels themſelves, ſhould. have diſcovered 


ſome drop even in this pure gold, ſome ſpot or 
blemiſh even in this perſed ſoul, let us Join in | 
ather | 


putting up our moſt fervent prayers. to the 
of Mercies, through the all-powerful blood of his 
divine Son, which will ſoon be really preſent, and 
myſlically immalated on this, ſacred altar, that jF 
tbis precious ſpirit ſhould be, for.a time, detained 
from its deſtined. ſeat of glory, its exile may not 
be of long continuance, but that it may ſoon be 
admitted to the fight of that countenance, after 
ahich alone it ſighed when here on earth; let us, 


for this purpoſe repreſent to the Almighty the | 
zeal, fidelity and other holy diſpoſitions with | 


will ſuggeſt, 0 us the ſentiments proper for ih 


_ Remember, O Lord, Þauid, this thy | 
ithſul fervarit, this man according to thy own | 


heart. Remember all bis M, and according 


to thy promiſe bring him 10 che poſſeſſion, of. the 
dani of the-living. Remember all his zeal, how | 


he fwore not to indulge his cafe; or take his jeſt, 
till he had found an abode for thee in thoſe 
hearts thou hadſt made for thy eli, how he vowed 
his life and being an eternal facrifice to the 


glory of thy houſe, and the, honour of hy 


name. | 


But, O bleſſed Spirit! if, as, I confidently hape, 


thou art already admitted to the fight and pol 
'&ihon of the ſource of all pcriciion, to the re- 


2 Plalm ©» xi. 
ward 
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( 29 ) f 
ward of thy long and faithful ſervices in his 
ſacred cauſe, repay, we beſeech thee, the im- 
perfe& prayers we offer up for thy repoſe, with 
thy more acceptable and powerful interceſſion 
in our behalf. Forget not in that bleſſed abode, 
where charity ſtill continues, though faith and 
hope are deſtroyed, thoſe whom thou haſt loved 
and cheriſhed here below, the companions of 
thy pilgrimage, thoſe who fought under thy 
ſtandard. Let them not be loſers by being, for a 
time, deprived of thy ſenſible preſence, but ſtill 
continue inviſibly to watch over thy flock, and 
to baffle the artifices of the infernal wolf, ever 
intent on their deſtrution; protet the 
and aſſiſt the paſtors, that both following the 
track thou haſt marked out for them by word 
and by example, they may both arrive to a ſel- 
lowſhip in thy unchangeable bliſs, &c. 
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